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ON THE WINGS
OF SUCCESS
Six Emirati artists won the 2012 Abu Dhabi Art Wings Project, a
competition for emerging artists and designers to re-create the
Abu Dhabi Art Wing logo in their own style. Here we discover what
inspired their winning designs.

Aljoud Lootah

Nada Khalid

10

Hajer Al Tenaiji

Wafa AlQasaimi

Khaled Al Jabri

Ahmad AlDhaheri

Aljoud Lootah is a graphic and fashion
designer and founder of Niftee, an Emirati
web-based fashion brand which came
about as part of Lootah’s graduation
project. Born and raised in Dubai, Lootah
established Niftee in 2007. Specialising in
bespoke fashion and accessories including
cashmere and silk shawls, t-shirts, dresses,
jumpsuits and iPhone accessories, Niftee
already has an impressive client list.
‘My designs often include intricate de tails and elements inspired by the Emirati
culture and traditions,’ Lootah explains.
‘I incorporate Arabic calligraphy and Ar abesque motifs to reflect my Arabic roots.
I designed a traditional Arabesque pattern
to form the shape of the Abu Dhabi Art
Wing and included the words “Abu Dhabi”
written in freestyle Arabic calligraphy.’
Lootah is thrilled to have been selected
as one of ADA’s Wing designers for the
second year running. ‘It’s an honour,’ she
says, ‘to have my designs used at a leading
art fair; a platform that exposes emerging
designers and artists to members of the
global art and design community.
Hajer Al Tenaiji was born in 1982 in Abu
Dhabi and works in media relations as a
full-time graphic designer and illustrator.
She is the winner of several design awards
including first prize in the Dubai Art
Creativity Award for best Emirati online
design portfolio in 2004 and the Al Burda
Award by the Ministry of Culture, Youth
and Community Development in 2007.
Of her artistic style, Al Tenaiji describes
it as ‘realism vector art with a colourful and
feminine twist.’ For her winning wing, she
adapted her style using landmarks of Abu
Dhabi as the basis of her design. ‘I took
two main elements Sheikh Zayed Bridge
and the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque. My
design represents the role of Abu Dhabi in
bridging global cultures whilst maintaining
the identity of the emirate.’
Al Tenaiji sees winning this competition
‘as a great opportunity to showcase my
work and represent Abu Dhabi Art brand ing. It is one of the most renowned art fairs
in the world.’
Khaled Al Jabri is an Emirati caricaturist,
born in Abu Dhabi in 1978. He has worked
for various newspapers and has particip ated in several group and solo exhibitions.
A successful commercial artist he has also
created a collection of pictorial stories
titled Time Machine and Other Stories and
has published two series of short stories as
well as a novel - The Nomadic.
He was delighted when he found out
about the Wings competition. ‘I felt like
I was presented with a new and exciting
challenge. What inspired me is my work as
an illustrator and as I enjoy creating car toons I designed the wing in a cartoon style
to reflect childhood dreams and ambitions.’
Winning the competition, Al Jabri
explains, has ‘given me more confidence
in my talent and pride that ADA supports
young artists like me. I hope to be a famous
Emirati cartoonist of this country globally.’

Nada Khalid was born in 1988 in Dubai.
Artistic from a young age, Khalid majored in
visual arts, photography and graphic design
whilst at Zayed University where she also
participated in exhibitions such as Mix
Colab, Sikka Art Fair, Catalyst in Dubai and
Emerge in Italy. In June 2011, she graduated
with a BA in Art and Design. Of her style,
Khalid says, ‘I am very traditional. I love
working with pencils first whenever I start
a piece of art work, so for this competition,
I took a piece of paper and drew a falcon
which is an icon of freedom and strength.
I developed this and succeeded in creating
a dynamic logo from the repetition of the
falcon and the layers of colour.
Khalid is delighted to have been selected
as one of the winning designers of the wings
project. ‘It has motivated me to create more
art,’ she says.
Wafa AlQasaimi , an Arts and Design
graduate of Zayed University, is a poet and
calligraphy-based artist. Her work ranges
from site-specific traditional installations
to illustrating and drawing. For the past six
years, heritage has been an ongoing theme
in her work as she investigates the contrasts
between contemporary and traditional,
reductive and ornamental calligraphy.
‘For my wing design,’ she explains, ‘I tried
to mix elements which represent our UAE
heritage – henna, the Bedouin tent, tradi aim was to transform the traditional drawing
into a digital version to create an unusual
AlQasaimi has had her artworks exhibited
in private and public exhibitions through out the UAE and France and she says that
‘since the huge success of the Artyfact store
last year, I really wanted to be part of this
year’s competition. Now that I have achieved
this goal, I feel that I have fulfilled my own
standard of satisfaction and I’m so proud to
be one of the winners.’
Ahmad AlDhaheri is a Bedouin Emirati artist
from Al Ain. His work is inspired by his
culture and heritage as well as contemporary
notions. Balancing old and new, the past and
present, is an integral part of his life. For the
competition, he decided to work his design
around a mythical creature he often draws a lady-lioness. ‘I had one of those moments
when the design came together suddenly in
my head; it was an electric shock feeling,’
he says. He used gold in the wing design to
demonstrate his admiration for his Bedouin
culture and experimented with how he
could simplify the lady-lioness image to use
just one element that would ‘represent my
beloved city, Abu Dhabi.’
Winning the competition has been a great
accomplishment for AlDhaheri: ‘It made me
realise how much freedom I can have with
my creativity. I can go on to achieve bigger
and better things. I realise that we can never
anticipate what opportunities will and when
come our way.’

Shuttle to the Arts
With vast distances between some
of the Emirate’s cultural melting
pots, the UAE’s shuttle to the arts,
the ArtBus, provides guided tours
of the city’s prominent galleries,
studios, art centres, alternative art
spaces and art fairs.
Launched in 2007, during the
first edition of Art Dubai, to spread
awareness of galleries based in
the UAE as well as of all other arts
initiatives, to the international crowd
that flocks to the city during the
event, the project has gone from
strength to strength.
The ArtBus aims to create a
hassle-free ride without the stresses
of traffic or parking within the
Emirate while providing a reliable,
informative and enjoyable experience with trained art guides offering
a programme of gallery exhibitions,
events, talks and performances.
The ArtBus has built longstanding
relationships with local galleries
in Abu Dhabi and Dubai alongside
projects such as Abu Dhabi Art
Fair, Arts Abu Dhabi, Art Dubai, Al
Bastakiya Art Fair, Dubai Interna tional Film Festival, Sharjah Biennial,
Sikka Art Fair, Sharjah Art Museum
and TDIC.
ArtBus passengers are also able
to visit talks, design workshops and
exhibitions including Art, Talks and
Sensations, The Island/ A Game of
Life by curator Fabrice Bousteau
as well as ongoing exhibitions The
Saadiyat Story and Eco Future which
take place alongside the fair at
Manarat Al Saadiyat.
As part of the collaboration
between ArtintheCity and Abu Dhabi
Art, the ArtBus will again feature
artwork from the winners of the
Wings Project, transforming it into
a moving artwork.
The ArtBus will be providing
daily excursions to Abu Dhabi Art,
accompanied by art guides who will
assist passengers with navigating
the fair programmes. Running
consecutively on four days from
7th to 10th November, the ArtBus
will depart daily from thejamjar in
Al Quoz, Dubai, at 2pm and will
leave Manarat Al Saadiyat at 9pm,
returning to Dubai.
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